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A BELLEVUE HOME WINS ON THE BASIS OF STYLE POINTS
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rom the nart, Gr-ag and l"4arina rk n had lrronq
ideas about the new house rhey were pbfning
a.d !^/erent mu.h rak€n wiih what rh.y 5aw

bei.g bu t nrheaiea lveryth ng wasroos n ar

and rh€ hcls€s feh ovedo.e," cres tays we
wanted detai!, bLrt not ovcrbe;r nq.r.hirectlre.
A.d we realywanted ioworkon the houe rk-"r

painl ng' And so the intrepd B.llevLre.oupe m.d-" rfred€. sionlo
detqr and b! d then own home wth the he p ofr!b.ontrrcrors

Fo.using on their hab15,:nd !s ng ght, rietqht rnd pr!a(y.s
the r r.antras, tho tlns form!ated pans fora lery sp..oul, yet

ny.P.,tr,r ).,r, 6e:withtheaddirionofaqt.aa(
ni.h€ in rhr 6rry d.siqns LeE Fomi(h.v immediarety
draws the eye up rowad thii home! soainq .eiting.
5ty.Pu ir,r!q.6ei Aqent ycuNeddhpayshefin
rhe €nry ofi€ns rh€ anqulr tin€s

3y keepinq lurnishing, roa

.ompr.t, ror! ( ral wo! d fli.tioi we for rhe I t.m y, i.. ud i9
four chii.lren r.Dqr.g n.9e fror 16 rc 2l Oice rne holle was
rnamed, tney bro!!lir i. nrerior doeqne/ Le.a Fomrchev ro he p

sele.l1rrhes,m.tcra5a.dflinish r!! L wr5 rheyoufg des !tner5
f6: big Drole.r tr!t larir'd l.ew i.sia.rly thdi Le.a had r.i.nl '5he

rea ! slcis and LrideFta rd! wh;L yoLr wanl ]\4rrirr 5ay5. And she

fiade o!r relato,,i p eare.l .ddj C.eg,iol nqy
iap I. ring on the iltere.r dDru olrh. spac-. tom.he! sW

lles1ed d f€si,r. ) tc.t!r; rel nemc rr5 ke the hiqh nrc f and td dri
ni.ie r. llr€ e. i tr 5he .,.(oucq,ad :he rkrrs to a.ld nro.g io.a
pol.ts,crtend n!:ttrc pa c-qreen q?1$ r e b.ckspash i ttrewryro

minimum,they.omplemenr (bur dont.omFie wirht
rhehome3a(hir*ruE a5Fts lhe
arca.on5n3 orseating for six rnd a.o(krailab. to

.i q,ro' r, o3ptayni(h€s
hiqh:boveih€firepra.ek€epthekve of iniergrhigh
n thir r6m; one 5i.ed specili(alry lor lhe reevnon

mak.s rhe hqh rech piece blend quiedy inro irs
iuroundin$. \rr: Po rL .i ihn, squa'e aid
,ectanqu shapes in the chai6the butfer and rhe
conrempoary r are baan(ed beautiluly by a

bund tablexhe,6ultinq eq!illbium makeerhedtninq
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witl'r co or," 1:omichev says. As a resu t, playlul touches abound, from

the splrited orarge chair and checked area rug in the front ha l to

the giant mart n g ass vase on the drnrng room table.

The furnishings are stylish yet comfortabLe, ln an earthy palette of

browns, !rL.ens ard golds punched up with splashes of cranberry

red.A soft c,henliie sola and boid y patterned chairs beckon in front

of the ivinc; roorn fireplace, wlri e espresso brown leather chairs c uster

around the hor.rey-co or.ed dining room table and nearby kitchen

lsland, accomnroclat rg ar-ge glatherings. A six-pane custorn painting

by loca artisl Blake E Kirstlne and two-toned, l6 foot drapery pane s

. : Along the kitchen's

window wall, a simple backsplash becomes a

focal point by reaching all the way to the ceiling.

' lnspired by the owners'

beloved baby grand, Fomichev designed the

kitchen island to echo the instrument's shape.

Square windows
located above the kitchen cabinetry inspired the

square tiles used on the same wall-or, was it the

other way around? The tight
configuration of one microwave and two Miele

ovens adds upto efficiency;an adjacent lowcounter,

serving all three appliances, is the perfect place to
set hot dishes Open

shelving beneath the "working" end of the island

steps up the convenience of this kitchen, as does

the fact that the pantry has no cumbersome door.

warrn the entire area with rich co ors and textures. And the look

moves seamlessly outdoors, too. A double set of Euroline glass doors

(that tilt inward for ventilation) opens up to an expansive ironwood

deck that extends the entertainment area with its teak furniture, heat

amp and hot tub.

Throughout the house, Marrna was unafraid of breaking with

convention to rea ize both her vision and optima functionality. Ln

the kitchen, custom cabinets by Acorn with art-glass inserts

designed by Fomichev-were hung low to suit the homeowner's

reach. She added a small sink next to the stove, to both fi I and empty

d
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pots, and insisted on positioning her mlcrowave and two Miele

ovens (one conventional and one steam) for best access, adding a

low counter for depositing hot dishes.

The peaceful coexistence of fashion and function makes its way

to the second floor,too. In the master suite,a two-sided gas firep ace

warms both bedroom and bath, Understated furnishings in the for-

mer create a sense of serenity; in the latter, travertine surrounds the

double shower and soaking tub,while mosaic A ass tiles sparkle on

the tub front and above the double sinks. Plus,java-stained cabinetry

and a freestanding shelf add some deeper notes. But at the opposite

!i,.: ,r , r,,ni , : ril:-);-':)lit.. By using glass tile in the master bath similar to

that in the kitchen, the owners not only cut down their number of design

decisions but created a sense ofcontinuitrtoo. i'r ,:,':r-;,,1

"His" and "her" vanities are divided by a taller column of drawer storage in

the master bathroom, giving Greg and Marina their own separate spaces.

The latter seemingly floats off the floor, giving the room a more airy

ambiance in the process. i.Lr,,r ir.. :,: ; :.,.ri:iri.,;: A double stack of

horizontal windows balances the strong vertical lines of this space where

thebacksplash meetsthetravertinewall,forinstance.': ri., iii:

Minimalism is infinitely more soothing than cluttered chaos, so it make:

sense that this master bedroom is furnished with little more than the

requisite bed and nightstand. ; r, ; ;:r . Throughout this

house, the difference is in the details; the decorative doors leading to the

master bedroom are just one example.

Lena Fomichev LF Interror Design, (425) 466 9515

KD Pro Landscape Services, (206) 730 7256

end of the serenity scale, a media room just down the hall-complete
with a 1O-foot movie screen, a pool table and a bar keep the place

jumping, and a mirrored studio makes dance practice convenient for

the ltkins' 1 6-yearold daughter.

Reflecting on the fruit of their abors, Fomichev says modestly,

"The tkins'strong vision was a big help.I just made it a itte better."

Clearly pleased with the final resu t, Marina adds,"lt's just what we

wanted. Sometlmes we would rather stay in because lt's so nice here.

Jt keeps us home a little more!" a

Criltrilltfit|n Etlikv I-isrr 1(r[ii'r/1' Lr u I l'rcr lsLn,l itUior ,L'.ii(]t',' rrr./ /;11y(r,rdr lu it./l
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